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were "bourgeois" Of course they were bourgeois: it is the
very pith of their story: and instead of giving ground for
a gibe to be cast at them it contributes much to their hon-
our. It is the essence of their history that they belonged
entirely to the people, that their rise began from their cham-
pionship of the latter against the nobles, and that theirs was
an aristocracy, not of birth, but of talent and culture.

They present to us in following their story the most op-
posite extremes both of conduct and of fortune. Marvellous
as to their rise, pathetic as to their vicissitudes, magnificent
as to their liberality towards objects for the lasting benefit
of mankind, tragic as to many episodes of their career,
despicable as to their ignoble decline and end (except for
one last act worthy to rank with those of their best days),
their history is like a great drama extending over three hun-
dred years, and played out on the widest of stages.